Nether Whitacre Parish Council - Note in support of the Warwickshire
County Council application to the Department for Transport Structures
Fund for the replacement of Coton Road Bridge.

Warwickshire County Council imposed an 18-tonne weight restriction on Coton Road
Bridge in 2021 due to the structural decline of the bridge. Prior to the weight restriction
vehicles accessed The Cedars, a HGV operating centre, from the A4097 to the north of the
site.

Signs were installed by The Cedars on the exits advising drivers to turn right onto Coton
Road to access the A4097.

Also, all operators from the centre were height restricted by the Traffic Commissioner to
ensure that they could turn right and go under the railway bridge to avoid the passage of
vehicles through the village of Whitacre Heath.

Although the Cedars has grown over the years it caused much less disruption to the village
and neighbouring villages than it does now.

The weight restriction has resulted in numerous tankers and HGVs regularly using the
village and local lanes to access The Cedars at all times of the day and night.

Whitacre Heath and neighbouring villages have always benefitted from the protection of a

7.5t weight restriction and are not suitable for accommodating these vehicles. Pavements
have deteriorated from being driven over, street furniture is forever being replaced, drains

are collapsing, large potholes appear and homeowners have put fences and stone barriers
on their gardens to protect them from HGVs driving over their property when trying to pass
each other.

Below are a few resident complaints and photos which have been forwarded to the Parish
Council since the weight restriction was introduced on Coton Road Bridge. The weight
restriction has had a huge detrimental effect on the local residents and those of
neighbouring villages. Large vehicles do not follow the official diversion routes but short
cut their way via entirely unsuitable country lanes, some single track. Local cyclists, dog
walkers and horse riders have huge safety concerns, residents feel the rural environment
they had been used to has been eroded away.

All residents named have agreed to their quotes being used.

Bev Woollaston

Clerk

Nether Whitacre Parish Council
Clerk@netherwhitacreparish.gov.uk
Tel: 07850166085
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S.L. Powell, Coton Road wrote I can't think of anywhere where it's safe to be near the road
by The Cedars - none of the pavements in front of the houses are safe anymore especially
near the bends even with a constant Police presence. Some cyclists wheel their bikes
through here as they feel too vulnerable riding (and this is a National Cycleway!). We
constantly see HGV's off road on the verge and none of the large ones can pass each other
without either mounting the pavement or going into the hedges. The kerbs have been
repaired several times near the gas main by that lay-by and the surface of the pavement is
starting to break up. Add to that the speeding cars in the middle of the road and it's just
depressing.

Paul Walmsley, Coton Road wrote - This photograph was taken on Coton road. | reported
this to the council as it was very dangerous. | walk my dog daily along Coton Road and
Station Road the lorries that come hurtling past on such a narrow road. | know a lot of the
older residents have stopped walking along that stretch of road. Lorry ran over kerb, cast
iron drain cover and smashed it.

Caroline Holmes, Station Road wrote - An oversized load caused the traffic to come to a
complete standstill, only missing a tanker outside the hall by about or less than one foot.
Sadly, I didn’t have my phone on in time to snap a photo in evidence. The following van




behind with its hazard lights on was ineffective. The traffic and heavy lorries using Station
Rd is ruining the lives of residents in this village.

Netty Nevill, Birmingham Road wrote - Just wanted to report the fact that last Tuesday 6th
May 2025 | was driving down Watery Lane from Shustoke to Whitacre when | was stopped
atthe end of the lane by a police car with blue flashing lights, the Police officer advised
that it would be two minutes before the road was clear. | sat there and in the meantime
many other cars came up behind me and of course in Watery Lane, no-one was able to
turn round, anyway after about 15 minutes of sitting there I got out of my car to ask had
there been an accident etc., | was told no it was a wide load coming from the Cedars,
another 5 minutes went by and eventually the load appeared it was a Land and Water
vehicle which was absolutely huge and completely filled the road. I believe | counted 6
police cars escorting this vehicle and apparently, they had been forced to knock on the
doors of the cottages in station Road for them to move their cars so the load could get
through. Myself and the inhabitants of this village are absolutely fed up and also very
worried about the size and frequency of these enormous vehicles passing through our
village roads and that there is a weight limit of 7.5 tons throughout which seems to be
constantly ignored.

The late Gillian Barrington, Halloughton Grange wrote - This is just to let you, and the PCC
know that | have been in touch with both WCC and the Police regarding the 24-wheeler
petrol tankers that are using Halloughton Grange Lane as their shortcut to The Cedars
since being unable to use Coton Road Bridge. Over the past couple of days, they are now
using the lane all day and, on some nights, through to 2 am.




Several complaints have been made to date by Station Road residents, the majority about
tankers. A Coton Road resident reported counting 13 tankers going past late evening after
going to bed.

The late Gillian Barrington, Halloughton Grange Lane wrote “On Saturday | had thirteen
tankers down the lane between 10.30 and 14.00. Sunday was the same. Today, was just as
busy. | managed to find a telephone number for Greenergy, which is the main user past the
house. I had Sainsbury's, Appelgreen, Flexigrid, Suckling, Reynolds, King, WelcomeBreak,
together with white tankers with no names on the side. Greenenergy contracts most of the
tankers listed above. Sainsbury's, | was advised, is contracted to DHL. I did phone the
police again to update the number of tankers using the Lane but advised that they were
unable to help, and it is Warwickshire Highways Maintenance who has the responsibility
and that it was not a policing matter. In my conversation with Greenenergy, | was told that
they had been given permission to use Halloughton Grange Lane, even though it has a
weight restriction. | did ask who had given the permission, but he couldn't answer.”

I've walked from cricket pitch in Coton Road to my house opposite The Railway and about
10 arctics have driven passed me & (2;

The late Gillian Barrington, Halloughton Grange wrote - We were originally advised by WCC
that any vehicles not following the official diversion signs would be prosecuted and this
threat would stop drivers using Lea Marston and Halloughton Grange Lane as short cuts,
however the police say in reality this will not happen.

Cathy McNulty, Coton Road wrote - | have just had a call from PC Beale at Coleshill in
response to the request | sent them yesterday to look into the issues of these tankers
mounting the pavement outside our houses and the horrendous mess with congestion and
speed. He tells me he has received a lot of reports already and the police are planning an
exercise to look at the issues here. I've told him about the pavement gas valve they run
over when they mount the kerb (where Cadent - the gas service provider, had all the
concerns two years ago) also issues with horse riders, cycling near misses and just about
anyone else.

Janet Redman, Station Road wrote - When we moved to live on Station Road 15 years ago
we moved there because it was a quiet, rural location. The road had little traffic and the
speed restriction was 30mph. After making a home there, my children were born and
have/are attending local schools. Part of living here was to allow them a rural setting to
grow up, with green areas and unpolluted environments. We have instead had to contend
with increased traffic as the road has become a ‘rat run’for commuters avoiding delays on
the M42 etc. and making a diversion cross-country. In addition to this, the traffic seems to
feel it is exempt from following the highway code and tear past at 40-50mph making it too
scary to allow my children to even potter along on the drive/pavement in case an accident




should occur (which does-frequently!). However, one saving grace has been the fact that
lorries/HGVs don’t generally use the route, the vehicles heading to The Cedars are guided
in via Coton Road Bridge. Then suddenly, without any prior warning | see a sign at the
junction of Blythe Road and Station Road pointing out The Cedars, then without warning
huge HGV’s carrying enormous trailers are trying to get down our road. Vehicles that
literally dwarf any passing cars let along people. Our road is not designed to carry these
vehicles, and we certainly didn’t move to the area to have these monstrosities causing
potential accidents, pollution and noise outside our houses.

I understand that Allen Transport has applied to operate 30 vehicles plus 2 trailers out of
The Cedars. Most disappointed this is allowed to continue with the current weight
restriction.

Sarah Harding, Coventry Road wrote - Since the 18.5-ton weight restriction was placed on
the bridge over the weir between the Kingsbury Road roundabout and The Cedars, HGVs
and tankers over that weight should be using the route prescribed by your

department. Unfortunately, most are not. They are accessing the Cedars depot via
Halloughton Grange Lane, which is not suited to these vehicles. I live on Coventry Road
and have been using Halloughton Grange Lane for over 25 years without difficulty. | am
now afraid to use it as an encounter with a large vehicle is, to say the least, uncomfortable
and to be truthful on many occasions is downright dangerous. There is insufficient width
for 2 large vehicles to pass and virtually no width for them to pull to the side. The verges
have been damaged in the last few months and | worry that a lorry will, at some point, meet
the School Bus with dire consequences. Apart from the problems in Halloughton Grange
Lane, there is the width of Coton Road to consider. On several recent occasions my
journey has been halted to watch with morbid fascination whilst a vehicle turns left out of
Cedars and tries to pass an HGV or similar going towards Cedars entrance. There isn’t
sufficient room for these vehicles to pass on the straight and so one has to mount the
pavement and the other the verge to scrape by. Last week it was a trailer carrying 2 large
shipping containers trying to pass a tanker on the straight, with a tailback of a dozen or so
vehicles waiting to see if it was possible............

I am sure you are aware of the problems of parking in Station Road. The Parish Council has
arranged for residents to use the Church Hall car park but not all residents are willing to do
so. The footpaths along this road are for the benefit of pedestrians, many of whom are
elderly or walking with dogs or children. To get a large lorry past the parked cars (and
delivery vehicles of all sizes, ambulances etc.) lorries frequently have to drive onto the
pavements. This is also unsafe.

Gabrielle Stowe, Station Road wrote - | own a cottage built in 1902 on Station Road in
Whitacre Heath. The building shakes every time a large wagon goes past. As these now go
past multiple times an hour it’s becoming unbearable and causing considerable damage.
The visible damage on my own property caused by traffic vibrations is cracks in walls and
ceilings, separation of masonry blocks, and the movement of roof tiles etc. However, there
could easily be far worse damage on foundations and drainage / pipe work that is not easily



viewed. Not only are buildings being damaged, but air quality pollution is also increasing
and people's safety are being put at risk by heavy lorries travelling backwards and forwards
as they can’t access via the bridge.

Lives are being made a misery by heavy goods vehicles travelling through station and
Coton road (which were in a poor state of repair anyway) and are not wide enough to
sustain heavy vehicles safely.

Mr. Andrew Harrison of Station Road wrote - Traffic is regularly (multiple times a day)
having to mount the pavements in the village to allow oncoming traffic to pass. This
incredibly dangerous for pedestrians and all road users, many a time you see pedestrians,
dog walkers or cyclists having to dodge on traffic trying to squeeze past the large vehicles.
This is neither safe nor acceptable. Additionally, the size and weight of vehicles passing
through is having a damaging effect on the older buildings and walls, mine included. My
property can be felt to shake when heavy vehicles are passing, particularly if they are
travelling fast or mounting and dismounting the kerb or where areas where the surface of
the road is in disrepair. Many 'near misses' and many cars have been damaged and lost
wing mirrors due to the vehicles clipping them or having to reverse back or squeeze round
parked vehicles. There is undoubtably potential for a serious incident. Yesterday a totally
unsuitable oversized vehicle was struggling to get through the village. Driver had to ask for
parked cars to move as the vehicle was too large to get through the village.

The late Gillian Barrington, Halloughton Grange wrote - Unfortunately, things not any
better, last night all of the tankers were coming in and out over the weakened bridge and
past the houses to main entrance- they never stopped and from 2.30 this morning convoys
of tankers went out over weakened bridge from main entrance - | have never seen so many.
Has the decision been made to allow them to go that way now do you know? | have never
known the situation so bad (and that’s saying something) | had only about 3 hours broken
sleep all night and am not relishing the thought of the same tonight.

I have lived at 54 Station Road for 4 years now and | can confidently say this type of traffic
has increased hugely in the past year. | understand there is a weight and height restriction
at different bridges near Coton Road entering through the village. This stops the HGV’s to
my knowledge going down a different route. However, I feel strongly that this needs looking
into as itis dangerous in the residential area of Station Road. Unfortunately, we are selling
our house at the moment and the buyers for our house dropped out due to this traffic. They
disclosed it is of fear that if their infant grandson visited, he risks being injured or worse
when crossing the road. We are also only moving due to this traffic, which is causing us
many issues to sleep during our shift work. My husband is a commercial pilot and | also
have a very responsible job protecting large numbers of the community. If we cannot sleep
adequately due to this type of distribution, it will also impact many other people’s lives
that we are responsible for. This is impacting our future, especially as there have been
many near misses of crashes and road traffic incidents that we regularly witness. This is



not the first-time reporting this to the local MP and I feel extremely let down. As a previous
Police Constable with West Midlands Police, I feel | have contributed greatly to
Neighbourhood Policing, and | have made a positive impact in society. However, mine and
many others hard work in society is not rewarded or reciprocated from the local council for
issues such as this. | am fearful that it will need to take someone actually becoming
seriously injured for anything to be done on a 30-mph residential road. Furthermore, the
pavement is wearing away. This is due to the traffic driving on the pavement. This
demonstrates the road was not made or built for the size of traffic passing

through. Therefore, the pavement will soon seize to be of use for pedestrians, making this
a much more unsafe place to walk. There are yellow road marking that were placed down
by the council in Autumn of 2024 to fix the pavements. However, you can now see the
markings are wearing away, and the gentleman who came to make the markings had
informed us that he does not believe the any actual works to rectify this will be conducted
anytime soon. Please can we have some help, as this issue has persisted for over a year
now of worsening conditions. | never complain as I had faith in my local council. I really
want to feel I can live with peace outside of my home, but I really do not enjoy living here
anymore due to the noise pollution in what is supposed to be, a rural area. | hope you can
understand my frustration, and | am happy to discuss this further and collect more
evidence where required. | would love to collaborate on this issue to make Nether
Whitacre more enjoyable to live in.







